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Engineeringresins market toreach $47.55bn by 2022

New proprietary research by BCC
Researchreveals that the

ing plastics industry is
undergoing structural changes and
shifts in focus within its various
markets due to a combination of
factors, including a growing number
of global players, fluctuating raw
material costs, a maturing customer
base, and in some instances,

competition from upgraded

commodity resins. BCC Research’s
‘Engineering Resins, Polymer Alloys
and Blends’ report anticipates the
global engineering resin and
polymer alloy / blend market to total
over US$35.96 billion and nearly
US$47.55 billion in 2017 and 2022,
respectively, demonstrating 5.7
percent compound annual growth
rate. While Asia-Pacific, the largest
regional segment, should increase

its market share by two percent by
2022, polycarbonate, the largest
segment by volume, is estimated to
grow at a 6.3 percent compound
annual growth rate. Polycarbonates
and polyamides should account
for 65 percent of the total
marketby 2022.

“A growing number of suppliers
are forming alliances with other
companies in terms of vertical

Polycarbonates and polyamides should account for 65 percent of the total engineering resins, polymer alloys and blends market by

2022. (Image: A canopy made of polycarbonate arc and metal construction).

arrangements with end-users,
especially in developing new
applications in the automotive and
electrical / electronic sectors,” said
Kevin Fitzgerald, editorial director,
BCC Research.

“Large end-users are also
pushing for strong technical
assistance from suppliers,”
added Fitzgerald.

Engineering polymers continue
toreplace metals, but long lead
times from design to production
translate into a lengthy process for
engineering polymer displacement
of metals and glass.

“The issue is not merely an
engineering polymer versus metal
or glass scenario. It also includes
competition from other traditional,
often lower-costing, upgraded
commodity type resins,”
noted Fitzgerald.

“In some cases, mature
engineering polymers like
polyamide are becoming more
vulnerable to upgraded commodity
thermoplastics like polypropylene.
Polycarbonates are among the key
engineering polymers becoming
vulnerable to replacement by
advanced styrenics. They have
always battled with acrylics in
many transparent applications,”
concluded Fitzgerald.
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Refining & Petrochemicals Middle East delves below the corporate
strategy to understand what really makes the industry’s leaders tick

ROGER VAN BAAL,

EXECUTIVEDIRECTOR, INTEGRA

What are your

corebusinesses?

Integra’s core

business stretches
through the petrochemical chain
from cracker feedstocks through
the intermediate chain and into
plastics. In addition to its core
activities, we also have a group of
regional activities such as sulphur,
which we do not trade globally
but regionally.

Please elaborate on your
activitiesin the Middle East...
Our company has been active in
the Middle East for the last 25
years and trades pretty large
volume of various gases and
chemicals in the region. Our staff
in Saudi Arabia report directly
into our headquarters in
Singapore. As we have moved
deeper into shipping and isotanks,
the range of products has grown
expedientially in the last five
years. The region is so important
to us that our founder Gina Fyffe
sits on the international trade
committee of GPCA and we are
currently investigating asset
possibilities in the region — in the
UAE and KSA.

What are the challenges faced
by your company in the

Middle East?

We have been operating in the
Middle East for so long, we have
passed the tests of credibility and
substance, which are important in
the region. It is a market we feel
comfortable in and if there is a
particular challenge, it is making
sure that we continue to stay at
the very top of our game and
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continue to service our clients in the
manner they deserve, in what is a
fast growing area of business for us.
So far, we have managed to
maintain this, but we certainly do
not take our position in the region
for granted and continue to invest
and try to stay ahead of

the developments.

How do you ensure that
environmentis protected in
your operations?

Ensuring that all products that we
handle are carried and transferred
carefully and safely involving no
leaks or pollution is very important

We are currently in-

vestigating asset pos-
sibilitiesin theregion
-inthe UAE and KSA.

to us and this has been one of our
considerations in going deeper into
the supply chain, where we can
control the chain from loading to
delivery. All ships used by the
company are SIRE and CDI
checked and comply with the very
stringent regulations set by the oil
and chemical majors.

Where do you position Integra
Petrochemicals, regionally
(Middle East) and globally
in2020?

We would have celebrated our 3oth
year of business and be looking
forward to the next big milestone of
50 years by then. In the region, we
hope to be part of the 2030 plans
set by some of the countries in the
region by being a larger and more
integrated partner in trading,
storage and hopefully as an equity
player in the region as well.

As the Middle East markets
continue to develop at a fast pace,
we believe we are ideally suited as a
company to help the Middle East
companies develop from being
country and regional specific
companies into operations with a
global reach. It is by being able to
provide that access and know-how
that we can best service the region
going forward.

When it comes to our global
ambitions, we believe that staying
humble, hardworking and service
orientated with the very
experienced team we have, that our
plans through to 2025 should make
us even more integrated and
stronger, and that this will benefit
our partners as well as the company
and those who depend on it for
their welfare. s
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